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     Five months have passed since 
twisted metal and shattered 
stained glass lay scattered on the 
floor and pews in our church. On 
Friday, March 13, a vandal used 
shovels and an ax to break 
through the half-inch thick safety 
glass protecting two of the his-
toric church’s antique stained 
glass windows. The century-old 
windows, which depict the Resur-
rection and Ascension of Jesus, 
were badly damaged, and the 
frames twisted and bent.  
Parishioner Kathleen Phillips was one of the first to discover the damage.   
     I arrived to find the broken glass and debris in our church, and was afraid,” notes   
Phillips. She recalls looking for her fellow parishioner, Clifford Hunter, who meets her 
daily for Morning Prayer, and wasn't there. “Was he hurt somewhere in the church?” 
Kathleen wondered, and shortly thereafter,  “Who could do something like this?”       
Fortunately, no one was hurt, but the windows were practically destroyed.                
Thirty percent of the Resurrection window was damaged, and fifty percent of the Ascen-
sion window was broken. 
     Sylvia Grider, St. Andrew’s archivist and historian and Professor Emerita of Anthro-
pology at  Texas A&M University,  was one of the first to assess the damage. “My first 
concern was the church,” Grider recalls.  “I contacted Foster Glass, a local glass com-
pany who has cared for St. Andrew’s windows for over 20 years,” she said.  
Foster Stained Glass is a family-owned stained glass studio that has been in business for 
thirty years.  Established by Rob Foster, the studio focuses almost exclusively on creat-
ing and restoring stained glass windows for churches, temples and institutions.  
After Grider contacted them about the damaged windows, members of the Foster staff 
carefully removed the broken windows section by section and covered the openings with 
clear, tempered glass to secure the building.  The broken pieces could not be re-used in 
the restoration of the windows, and were stored in the archives area at St. Andrew’s.   
After recovering as much of the glass as possible, and removing the still intact portions 
of the windows to the studio, the Foster team could begin their restoration work.  
     Foster Stained Glass is experienced in the repair, restoration and protection of existing 
stained glass windows, and they deal with all aspects of the restoration process. This 
painstaking process consists of documentation, dismantling, cleaning, handling broken 
and missing glass, repainting, re-leading, waterproofing, support systems, reinstallation 
and protective glazing. All of these aspects would come into play during work on the St. 
Andrew’s windows.   
     One of the first steps of the restoration process, documentation, was to find clear pho-
tographs of the original stained glass windows that could be used for replication.          
Parishioners searched through their files, both print and digital photos, and out of about 
50 photographs, the studio selected one photo of each window that would serve as the 
master guide for the restoration. “The photographs were critical for the work to begin,” 
Grider explains.   
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9999����radition!  Tradition! 
The English word for “tradition” comes from the Latin 

word tradere, meaning “to hand on.”  In the 14th Century, the 
word became associated with inherited, established, or customary 
patterns of thought, actions, or behavior.  In recent years, the 
word “tradition” has taken on layers of meaning; does honoring tradition mean 
repeating patterns of behavior, or could the word mean behaving within a frame-
work of values? 

With a new program year comes creative, dynamic ministry honoring the 
core values articulated by the parish in 2004: 

We value our connection to the traditional, sacramental life of the world-
wide Anglican Community as expressed through teaching, liturgy, and 
music. 

We value our outreach to our community and our diocese by sharing our 
time, our knowledge and our resources to care for those in need. 

We value our relationships we have as a family of faith, where we 
strengthen, learn from and support one another, and offer to all a wel-
coming spiritual home. 
Please read this edition of The Angler and see what we’re “handing on”.  

As always, opportunities for Christian formation for all ages; see the Sunday and 
weekday line up.  Small group ministries continue to emerge on and off the 
church campus—see if any appeal to your interests and needs.  Outreach events 
will be on-going:  read inside for details on the Crop Walk, Habitat for Human-
ity, English as a Second Language, and more.  Look at our special events this 
fall—there’s a place for you! Do you have a vision for a new ministry?  Please 
contact me! 

St. Andrew’s is a vibrant parish community with the most important tra-
dition of all:  Christian hospitality.  Let us welcome one another as Christ wel-
comes us.  May this and many traditions guide us forward! 
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It’s a new school year! 
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CLC helps the       
diocese’s young   
Episcopalians 
grow closer to 
God and other       
Episcopalians to 
help them 
through their 
journey in faith.  
— Sarah Jones 

Youth & Young Adults 
Highlights 
 
· Gateway Welcome 

Back Dinner—Sept. 3 
· Downtown Worship 

begins— Sept. 6 
· Youth Group Back-to

-School Lock-In, 
Sept. 11-12 

· Gateway Fall        
Retreat—Oct. 23-25 

· St. Andrew’s ville 
and Youth Lock-In—
Oct. 31  

· Happening & Y.E.S.
—Nov. 20-22 

Sarah Jones, Taylor Bonnett and Susannah Jones 
enjoy CLC 
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Mike Mullen  

We have a vision 
to bless the   
community 
through a few 
service projects 
this fall,            
especially to 
benefit the needy 
in and around 
downtown 
Bryan.  We ask 
for your prayers 
and support in 
any way you feel 
called.   
 

— Amy Oliver, 
Gateway Bible 
Study leader 

Gateway Camping Trip 
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Foster staff needed as much detail as possible, so that they could 
enlarge the photo without distortion, to create what is called a 
“cartoon” image, which serves as a template for placing the glass 
to create an accurate restoration of the original window, Grider 
said.  
    Kathleen Phillips, who had been one of the first to discover the 
broken windows, was also instrumental in the documentation 
process. She found some photographs she had taken and sent 
them to Grider, who collected and assembled all of the photos 
that parishioners had found. 
    “I took these pictures once when I was all alone in the 
church,” Phillips notes. “These windows have been a beautiful 

part of worship for me, my children and grandchildren for many years, as they are for most people who've seen them,” 
she said.   “The use of these photos to help restore the windows is another story for my family to share.”  The main thing, 
Phillips says, is that the restored windows will continue to help others in the future worship our Lord. 
    Foster studio began the process of locating appropriate replacement glass in their own stock and special-ordering rep-
lica glass, as well as attempting to exactly match paint colors of the hand-painted overlay.  
The stained glass windows are painted and glazed, utilizing both hand blown and rolled glass of varying thickness and 
texture. Grider explains the window restoration as a combination of 
fine art and craftsmanship.  
    “Because the glass varies in thickness and texture, they pre-
sented many aesthetic challenges,” Grider says. Replicating the 
shading from dark to light was one challenge.   
For example, in the Resurrection window, Mary Magdalene ap-
pears in dark, muted tones, and Christ appears in the brighter 
clouds, Grider explains.  “The dark to light shading makes them 
beautiful, but also difficult to replicate ,” she notes.  
    “Replicating another painter’s strokes can be extremely chal-
lenging ,” said Quint Foster, Rob Foster’s son. “Some of the paint 
colors used in the original pieces are still a mystery, but we have 
compensated as closely as possible.” 
The Ascension window is also an exercise in painting dark to 
light, as Christ ascends into the clouds; the hands and face are 
brighter than the feet. An additional technical component is how 
painted glass reacts with ambient light and natural light.  
Foster glass has performed many color tests, in their studio and in the church, examining the pieces on a light table, and 
placing them in the church’s natural light environment. 
    During the restoration project, all six of the studio’s talented artists and craftsmen and women assisted with the pro-
ject, all contributing experience and expertise. Each piece of new glass was cut by hand and placed onto the cartoon im-
age, or template.  All of the lead caming had to be replaced and soldered by hand, which is slow and painstaking work. 
     To date, all of the broken glass pieces have been replaced and painted and kiln-fired. There are still several remaining 
steps, including glazing the windows, waterproofing, cleaning, installing reinforcing bars, and then installing the win-
dows.  Exact measurements of the window openings recorded last summer as part of a Department of Architecture 
graduate seminar in historic preservation at Texas A&M University will facilitate the installation of the windows.  
While the finishing touches are being applied, St. Andrew’s parishioners are eager to see the windows replaced and look 
forward to a special window rededication this fall.  
    “We are looking forward to the day when our stained glass windows will go in their proper place,” said Fr. 
Sean.  “Thanks to the skillful work at Foster’s Glass and the careful attention from so many parishioners, the windows 
will soon be restored to their original beauty.  I am especially grateful to the community for their support throughout this 
process.” 

A Special thank you to Dr. Sylvia Grider for providing information and photos for this article 
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St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church 
    
217 West 26th Street 
P.O. Box 405 
Bryan, TX 77806-0405 
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